
MEMORANDUM OF lJNDFRSTANDINC 

BETWEEN 

INTERNATlONAL COOPERATION GROUP OF BRAZILIAN UNIVERSTTIES 
AND 

PART:\ ERSlllP FOR SKILLS IN APPLIED SCIENCES, ENGINEERING At"íD 
TECHNOLOGY (PASET) 

FOR 

COOPERATION ON PASET'S 
Rl:.GIO'.\AL SCHOLARSHIP ANO INNOVATION FUND (RSIF) 
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This Mernorandu rn of Understanding (MOU) is entered i11 to by and between lhe 
lnternational Cooperation Group of Brazilian Universities (hereinaftcr referred to as 
"GCUB"), and lhe Partnership fo r !:.kills in Applied Sciences, Engine.ering and 
Technology (PASET) to strengthen thc sc ience and technologica l and innovation 
capability of sub-Saharan Afr ican (SSA) countries for econorn ic growth and 
developrnent. For the purposes of th is Mernorandum, GCUB and PASET wil l be called 
together ·'the Parties" and each a " Pany". The areas of cooperat ion may include, subject 
to mutual consent. any desi rable activity that would fu rther the goals of each Party. 

1. BACKGROUND ON COLLABORATION BETWEEN PASET ANO GCUB 

PASET, an Africa- led partnership, is made up of SSA governments, private sector 
representatives, univers ities and institutions in SSA that are focused on Applied Sciences, 
Engineering and Technology (ASET); Technical and Vocational Education and Training 
(TVET) institutions; academics; Africa regional bodies; and Partner countries from other 
regions, includ ing Korea, India, China and Brazil. The PASET governing body comprises 
of selected ministers in charge of higher education and their representatives, non-
govemment representatives, and the World Bank. Additionally, a Consultative Advisory 
Group (CAG) provides technical advice and consists of eminent academics and business leaders. 

The Regional Scholarship and lnnovation Fund (RSIF) is the flagship program of PASET. 
lts objec1 ive is to contri bute to creating an additional l 0,000 PhDs in Applied Sciences, 
Engineering and Technology for priori ty sectors in I O years and build ing the capac ity of 
a core of African un iversities to tra in these and future PhDs. The RSIF will also bui ld 
capac ity in the region to sustainab ly support th ose PhDs beyond thei r training as they go 
into academia, industry. or become entrepreneurs. The RSIF operates through three 
windows: Window I which offers scho larships for PhD students; Window 2 which wil l 
offer research grants and Wi ndow 3 which will offer innovation grants. Students from 
SSA countries, primarily faculty of SSA un iversi ties lacking PhD degrees, are eligible 
for RSIF scholarsh ips. 

The RSIF wilf be implemented through competi ti vely selected Universities (RSlF Host 
Universities) in SSA which have the capacity to offer PhD programs in the selected 
themat ic areas ( ICTs includi ng big data and artificia l intelligence; food security and 
agribusíness; minerais, mini ng and materiais engineering; energy inc luding renewables; 
and cl imate change). S1rengt he11ing lhe qua lity of these PhD programs in the RSIF Host 
Uni versities in SSA countries through collaboration and partners hip with Univers ities 
outside the region is an objective of RSIF. 

Following a competiti ve se lection process by the World Bank and PA SET in 2018, the 
lnternat ional Centre of lnsect Phys io logy and Ecology (icipe) was mandated 
adm inistrat ive and financia l manage rn ent fu nctions of the RSIF by the PASET 
Governance Council. icipe is responsib le for lhe overa ll managernent of the th ree 
windows ofthe RSIF and managi ng and growing the Funds fi nancia l ho ld ings. 
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The lnternalional Coopcrn tion Group of Bnnílian U11iversitics (OCUB) is a non-profit, 
academic, scientific and cultural ussociation of civil society. lt was founded on October 
29. 2008, in Brasília - Distrito Federa l. 1t currently c0mprises 89 Brazilian Univcrsities. 

GCUB's programs and projects are aimed at undergraduatc and graduate students., as well 
as researchers and professors from ali areas of knowledge. Through these programs, 
thousands of Braz.ilian and foreign students have the opportunity to improve their studies 
and share values and visions with people from other cultures. This academ ic mobi lity also 
provides knowledge of different educat ional and research systems, and dífferent paths of 
academic tra ining. 

ln addition to these programs, the GCUB promotes seminars that bring together 
researchers from priority areas for sc ience, in Brazi l and in partner countríes; partic ipates 
in the organization of international missions addressed to representatives of associated 
universities; promotes training courses for leaders in international university cooperatíon; 
in addition to receiving delegations from rectors, researchers and authorities of countries 
with wh ich it has cooperation agreements. 

The activities promoted by GCUB are based on the principies of social and environmental 
responsibility, the promotion of peace and social inclusion, and respect for human rights. 

For GCUB, university intemationalization plays a key role in promoting human 
development, in the dissemination of knowledge and in the dissemination of universal 
values, such as respect for cultural differences. 

The expansíon of GCUB's actions and the fru its harvesled since its creation express the 
important purpose ofthe Group and its partners ín promoting quality and un iversal Higher 
Educatíon . 

GCUB's mission is to promote academic, scientific and cu ltural relations between its 
associated institutions and international partners, through the real ization of programs, 
projects and actions of international, bilateral and multilateral cooperation. GCUB's 
activit ies are developed in partnership with lntemationa l Organizations, Universities, 
University Networks, Councifs of Rec1ors and Govemmental Bodies from more than one 
hundred coun tries, located on fi ve continents. 

2. OVERALL OBJECTIVE AND SCOPE OF COOPERATION: 

The overall objective of this MoU is to establish a mutually beneficial relationship built 
on the implementation of PASET's Regional Scholarship and Innovat ion Fund (RSIF) 
through academic & scientific research cooperation, and capacity development. General 
areas of cooperation include training of PhD scholars and post-doctoral fe llows; 
promoting joint academic programs; exchange of faculty professors and researchers; 
fac ilitating joint research and innovation projects in priority development areas; and 
development or strengthening of models for commerc ial izing research and innovation in 
the se lected thematic areas. 
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The Panies agree lo coopera re lo achicve lhe objective5 of lhe RSIF, includíng but not 
restricted lo, lhe fo llowing ac1 ivi1ies: 

2.1. Stn:ngthen the qual ity uf lhe l'hD prograrns in lhe RSIF Host Universities in SSA 
countrics lhrough sandwich PhD prograrns offered in thc RSlr- 1 fost Universities and 
in univcrsi ties 11ssociated with GCUB . 

2.2. Visit:s of faculty frorn Brazil fo r short duration teaching in the RSIF Host Universíty; 
vi sits of faculty from RSIF Host Universit ies to Brazilian universities associated with 
GCUB to enhance thcir capacities for rescarch, innovation and PhD training. 

2.3 . Undertake collaborative rcsearch and innovation projects between facu lty of Brazíl 
and faculty of RSIF Host Univers ities as well as RSJF Scholars who have completed 
their PhDs in lhe sandwich programs. Such projects wi ll aim to address lhe needs of 
SSA countries in the selected thematic arcas and can involve collaboration with 
private sector firms or the development of new products and processes 

3. IMPLEMENTATION OF THE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING: 

The Panies will define and agree, through agreements, the details of the collaboration 
between RSIF Host Universities and GCUB in implementing the above actívities, 
including arrangemencs for financing, reporting and monitoring and evaluation, managíng 
íntellectual property, and evaluation. 

4. DISP UTES. CONTROVERSIES AND CLAIMS 

ln case of a dispute, controversy, or claim between the Parties arising out of or relatíng to 
this Memorandum or an agreement for any activity or project undertaken pursuant thereto, 
the Parties will attempt to reach an amicable resolution in good faith. 

5. DURATION ANO TERMINATION OF MOU 

5. 1. Th is Memorandurn will come into force and effect upon signature by both Parties on 
the date set fonh below. Changcs to this MOU shall be made by mutual consent 
between both Parties. ln cases of disagreement, the Party wishing to depart from the 
MO U shall. wherever poss ible, give six months· notice of its intention to do so. This 
MOU will be valid for threeyears un less terminated by one of the parties. The 
agreement may bc rencwed by mutual consenl. 

5.2. This Memorandum rnay be modified or termi nated by mutual written agreement of 
the Part ics. Funher, lhe Memorandurn may be terminated by either Party with six 
rnonths' prior notice in writing to the other Pany. 

5.3. ln the event oftermination ofthis MOU, lhe Parties undertake to ensure that ali prior 
commitments with respect to the RSIF Scholars, thc RS IF Host Uni versi ties and 
un iversities associated with GCUB to complete their course and/or research 
collaborat ions shall be ful fi lled. 

6. PRIMARY CO.\T ACT 
1 .. / 
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6.1. The responsibility for the implcmcntation of 11ctivitics pursuant to the framework 
establishcd by this Memorandum shall lie with the Parties, each of which has 
dcsignated a representativc below. By written notice or e-mail to thc other Party, each 
Party may designate di ffcrent or additional pcrsons as its representatives. 

51 

For GCUB .: 

For the PASET: 

Pro fessor Rossana Valéria de Souza e Silva 
Executive Director of the GCUB 
lnternational Cooperation Group of Brazilian 
Universities -GCUB 
l:::dificio Assis Chateaubriand Bloco SRTVS 701 , 
Lote 1. Conjunto L, Bloco 1, Sala 511 . Asa Su l. 
Brasília-DF, Brasil - CEP: 70.340-906 
Phone: +55 613321-2330 /Cell Phone + 55 61 
9814778 76 
Email: 11. •~~:·. :·.:.' :, b, .... ub.oí_:.br 

Professor Aminata Sall Diallo 
Executive Director of PASET Executive Board 
Special Advisor to the Minister of Higher 
Education and Research of Senegal 
Allées Papa Gueyc Fali, Dakar 36005, Sénégal 
Phone: 00 221 776374439 / 00 221 338223857 
Email : ·"'-':_.: 1 Í1.•:Í l) f! .::,iJ._,:Íi.Lulll 

6.2. This MOU wi ll takc effect on the date the signatures ofthe Parties are affixed to 
this document. 

6.3. The following authorized individuais have signed the present MOU on behalf of 
the ir respective institutions: 
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Professor Rossana Valéria de Souza e Silva 
Executi ve Director ofthe GCUB 
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Date 

5--:~~w-lf/ 
Signâ~ ~ ;/ ----

Dr. Valentine Uwamariya 
M in ister of Education 

Government of Rwanda 
Chair of the PASET Governing Council 

KG 7 Avenue, Kigali , Rwanda 

--- 1 , , 1 . 

Date 
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